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Ministry matters.

Can you believe it, we are now sailing into the third week of Advent,
and Christmas is fast approaching. The shopping centres are
constantly busy, even on a Sunday Morning when families are investing
significant sums of money into their Christmas preparations.

| followed a young mother through the checkout last Sunday as she
paid around $150 for her grocery shopping. | have a bigger shop
coming in the next week or so she said to her friend with her. It will
probably be around $400 for all that | need.

| was gob smacked. She had spent over $100 last Sunday with another
$400 still to come. | began to wonder just how families in our world
today afford to come together to celebrate this Christmas event, if the
day costs over $400 to put on. But | do not doubt that it does indeed
cost so much to gather and celebrate with family and friends at
Christmas time.

Fortunately, the experience of the Christmas story that we tell each
week through the Advent Season and then at the Christmas event itself
as Jesus enters into our world once again through the Bethlehem story
that we tell each year.

So, while families will invest considerable sums of money into
celebrating Christmas with family and friends, their experience of the
true meaning of the Christmas story does not have to cost so much, if
they chose to find themselves in Church. If families, such as that mother
| encountered at Woolies the other day ventured out and gathered with
their particular faith community, perhaps the celebration of Christmas
would take on a new and different meaning.

They would indeed find the true meaning of the Christmas story, and
they would also discover once again that the birth of Jesus Christ,
Saviour of the world can make a difference in their families and in their
lives. So, | say to such good people in our world today, find yourselves
in Church, and re-discover the wonder of God in your lives.

God bless, Fr John
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This Sunday is ‘Gaudete Sunday’, the third Sunday of Advent, and is a moment of pause and celebration in
the midst of our waiting. The word Gaudete means Rejoice, and the liturgy reminds us with the antiphon:
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say rejoice. The Lord is near.” This Sunday is marked by the lighting of the
rose-coloured candle on our Advent wreath, and you'll notice our priest’s wear rose coloured vestments, both
signs of joy breaking into our season of expectation. At this halfway point in Advent, Gaudete Sunday is a
gentle reminder that Christian joy is not dependent on perfect circumstances. It flows from the nearness of
Christ. As we light the rose candle, may we let joy illuminate our homes, our communities, and our hearts.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
Christmas Eve Wednesday 24th December
Little Flower: 6pm (Carols at 5.30pm) (Fr Wrex)
St Peter’'s:  6pm (Carols at 5.30pm) (Fr John)
Midnight (Carols at 11.30pm)  (Fr Akesh)
St Michael’s: 6pm (Fr Sean)

Christmas Day Thursday 25t December c

Little Flower: 8.00am (Fr John)

St Peter’s: 8.00am (Fr Sean) *A\
10.00am (Fr Akesh) \

St Mary'’s: 8.00am (Bishop James) i’

COMMUNAL RITES OF RECONCILIATION

of the
Communal Rite of Reconciliation will be held in

Our special Christmas celebrations

the Parish this coming week. Do come along to be
reconciled with God and your neighbor and add to

the Christmas peace.

Little Flower ~ Tuesday 16th Dec 6pm.
St Peter’s ~ Wednesday 17th Dec 6pm.

Individual Rites will be available this week for
times and dates please see the Priests
commitments

‘ ‘ | Christmas Day Lunch
o = 12 midday, Little Flower Church

On your own this year for Christmas? Please join us
for alovely home cooked lunch with all the trimmings.
A donation towards the cost would be appreciated.
All enquiries call Diane 0408 828 047 Sheets are at the
front of the Church.
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There will be a cuppa following this Wednesday’s
9.30am Mass, please join the St Peter’s Hospitality

Group as they bring their year to an end. All
Parishioners are most welcome.

Christmas Ministry Volunteer Sheets

Sheets are at the rear of the church for all
ministries for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
If you would like to offer your time and talents,
please put your name and contact details on the
sheets provided. They will be collected after
Mass this weekend and be made available for
you on the weekend of the 20/21st December.

Gaudete, the voices rise,
Joy resounds beneath the skies.

Christ is near, the hearts proclaim, ' Of J Oy

Light has come in holy name.

3rd Sunday of Advent

= Candle

~ The Parish Office will be closed from 3pm 24" December & re-opening on 12" January 2026 ~
There will be NO WEEKDAY MASSES over the Christmas / New year break
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The exception being January 15t Mary the Holy Mother of God

Masses will be celebrated at 9.15am at Little Flower & 9.30am at St Peter’s

Weekday Masses will return to the normal parish schedule starting Monday, 5 December.

The security of all our Churches and Halls belongs to each of us. To help over a very busy time, we ask if you can assist
in shutting windows, turning off lights, ensuring all doors (including toilets) are closed and locked, the security of all
our Parish Buildings will be maintained. Thank you for this consideration.

Parish Giving for 5/6 December $5810.75
Thank you for your support of our Parish.
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Why did the Christmas candle always
smile? Because it was lit with joy. &

The St Vinnies Conferences of St Peter’s & Little Flower extend
heartfelt thanks for your generosity in support of this year’s Christmas
hampers. The outpouring of kindness has been truly overwhelming &
because of that support, we have been able to bring comfort & relief to
many families. God bless you abundantly for your compassion & care.




Priests Commitments - Sunday 14th December

Third Sunday of Advent

8:00am Mass Little Flower (Fr John)
9.30am Baptism Little Flower (Fr John)
11.00am Mass “Youth for Christ” BribieIs (Fr John)
8:00am Mass St Mary’s (Fr Akesh)
8.00am Mass St Peter’s (Fr Sean)
10:00am Mass St Peter’s (Fr Sean)
10am Baptism St Peter’s (Fr Sean)
10:00am Mass St Michael’s (Fr Akesh)
10am Baptism St Michael’s (Fr Akesh)
5:00pm Mass St Peter’s (Fr Akesh)
Monday 15t December

9.30am Mass St Mary’s (Fr Sean)
10.00am Individual Reconciliation St Mary’s
Tuesday 16 December

10.30am Funeral John King Little Flower  (Fr John)
6pm Communal Rite Reconciliation Little Flower
Wednesday 17th December

9.30am Mass St Peter’s (Fr Sean)
10.00am Individual Reconciliation St Peter’s
6pm Communal Rite Reconciliation St Peter’s

Thursday 18th December

9.15am Mass Little Flower (Fr Akesh)
10.00am Individual Reconciliation Little Flower
Friday 19t December

7.45am Mass St Peter’s (Fr John)
Saturday 20th December - 4th Sunday of Advent
6.00pm Mass Little Flower Bribie (Fr Sean)
6.00pm Mass St Peter’s Caboolture (Fr Akesh)

Reconciliation Times: 5pm - 5.30pm
St Peter’s and Little Flower Churches

We welcome into our Parish Family
through the Sacrament of Baptism
Ivy Thomas, Luca Parker,
Darcy Warry & Zayden Flores.

Our Readings for this Weekend
Third Sunday in Advent - Yr A (€&
First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-6,10
Responsorial Psalm: Lord, come and save us.
Second Reading: James 5:7-10

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia! Alleluia! The Spirit
of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring good
news to the poor. Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

Holy Stillness Advent Discussion Groups
~ Little Flower Church, Bribie Island
4.30 pm - 5.30pm ~ Mon 15" Dec shared supper after.
~ St Mary’s Church Hall Woodford
9.30am on Friday 19t December

"When one door of happiness closes, another opens, but
often we look so long at the closed door that we do not see
the one that has been opened for us." Helen Keller

The Maranatha Ensemble warmly invite you to join them
for a concert at the Uniting Church, in Webster Street,
Bongaree on Sunday 20™ December from 10.30am ~ 12
noon. The Ensemble has ‘always aimed to bring honour and
glory to God’. Please join them, lunch will be available.

Why did the shepherd bring a ladder to church?

Because he heard the angels were singing on high!

A bit more on Workplace health and safety.

Building on last week’s newsletter, it’s fair to say that Workplace Health & Safety (WH&S) requirements can sometimes
feel restrictive, especially when compared to how things were done in the past. Yet, in today’s world—within the Church,
in society, and across the globe—these regulations play a vital role in preventing accidents and tragedies. While such
measures may seem inconvenient at times, they remain essential and must be guided by strong accident-awareness
practices. In our parish, the responsibility for WH&S falls to our Parish Secretary, who serves as our WH&S Officer. It
is her duty to ensure that all regulations are clearly communicated and properly followed whenever parishioners gather

to work on Church property.

It is with that same approach to safety that after many years, the familiar sign board at Little Flower has been removed.
We had been advised that it did not comply with current Workplace Health & Safety (WH&S) requirements, and due to
its age and condition unfortunately, we had to remove it. WH&S is an ongoing concern for all.  Fr John

Archdiocesan Safeguarding Commitment

Information can be provided to STOPline

committed to promoting and protecting the welfare and human || phone: 1300 304 550

The Archdiocese has zero tolerance for all forms of abuse and is || anonymously. ‘%

rights of everyone involved in, or affected by, Archdiocesan
activities, ministries and services. The safety and wellbeing of

children and adults-at-risk is paramount.

Email: AOB@stopline.com.au
Online: https://bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com/
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Please Remember in Your Prayers ~ Our Recently Deceased ~ John King, Gus Hatter, Isa Robinson, Frank Dance,
Ken Carmody, Rosaleen Harp, Thomas Young, Angie Purtill, Eamon Glasheen, Mark Hickson, Fr Van Huong Nguyen, Fr Frank
Lourigan, Cathy Dawson, Elizabeth Moore, Michael Elsner, Loretta Flynn, Marie Prew, Joan Longden, David Hodges, Maria Mina,

Those whose Anniversaries Occur at this Time ~ Hazel Schipp, Mona Taylor, Joe Vicsai, Bernard Smith, Maureen Aiten,
Giovanni Pinna, Jamie Moran, France Pasnin, Vincenzo Belmonte, Shirley Johnstone, Doug Dale, Mary bravo, Thora Levinson,
Mary Ledwidge, Ivan Bates, Emily Teske, Keith Smith, Ted Ocysek, Margery Halpin, Gary Beckett, Robert Cudmore, Mary
Callahan, Shannon Macrae, Robert Simmons, William Burgess-Dean, Eileen Oakman, Anna Toner, Angela Meyer, Modesta
Phillips, Monica Nash, Nick McTeare-Reyes, Antanas Urbutis, Heather, Kerry Smith, John Ledger & Eleanor Copeland.

Our Sick ~ Jem Barlow, Janet Barrett, Johannes Nelis, Trent Menzies, Eileen Feldman, Gerry Butler, Sergio Spigariol, Terry
Burns, Sue Mclntyre, Terry Wearing, Mary Burt, Pat MacDonald, Jill van Dorsselaer, Mitchell Williams, Anita Krasucki, Kathryn
Sotiriadis-Mobley, Peter Brown, David Stott, Mary Loveday, Kira Wojtowicv, Alex Azzopardi, Natalie Ciantar, Elspth & Alan
Jones, Christine O’Brien, Wendy Brown, Jayden Lowe, Mary Jamieson, Des Greentree, Margaret & Ron Jones, Xander Ferguson,
Marlene Albert, Jeanette Herd, Don Joiner, Sheila Musarra, Brian Kavanagh, Helen Johnson, Tricia Fischer, Joshua & Myra
Sessions, Joan Fitzpatrick, Della Lopez, Brian Wyvill, John Hempseed, Gregory Kelly, June Bell, Ken McKewin, Susanne Weir,
Jessica Timson, Michael Cooper, Patricia Twinchek, Ray Davis, Helen van Dinter, Eileen Hangan, Gerard Brown.

These advertisers support us, please support them.
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Our companion driving services offer passengers help
and friendly assistance for their daily needs -

.. with a knock on the front door, pick up and return. L
Driv
I l\Il)”g Peace of mind every time. ﬂ m
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