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“Receive the Holy Spirit”
Today we celebrate Pentecost Sunday, which marks the actual birthday of the church. After a
period of fifty days of the resurrection of Christ, we have come to the end of Easter Season to
continue with the ordinary Time according to the Liturgical calendar.
One bright Sunday morning like today, Brian's mother hurries into her son's bedroom and wakes
him up. "Brian, its Sunday, time to get up and go to church! Get up!" Brian mumbles from under
the covers, "I don't want to go." "What do you mean you don't want to go?" says the mother.
"That's silly. Now get up and get dressed and go to church!" Brian goes, "No, I don't want to go
and I'll give you two reasons why I don't want to go." He sits up on the bed and continues, "First,
I don't like them and second, they don't like me." His mother replies, "Now, that's just plain
nonsense. You've got to go to church and I'll give you two reasons why you must. First, you're
now forty years old and, second, you're the pastor!"
This sleepy Brian could as well be any of the apostles whom Jesus had commissioned to go and
be his witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria and to the ends of the earth. But as soon as
Jesus leaves them, what do they do? They retire to their upper rooms and hide themselves for
fear of the Jews. Like Brian they knew that the people did not like them, they knew that their
message was different from the popular message of the time, and they just felt like wrapping
themselves up in bed and not having to get up and face the hostile society. We too are often like
that, going to church quietly, receiving Jesus in our hearts quietly, and going home again quietly
to say our morning and evening prayers quietly.
But what about the charge that Jesus left for you and me to be his witnesses and to share the
Good News of God's love with all humankind? No. People do not like to be reminded of God. I
am afraid they are going to tell me off if I speak to them about God. I am afraid they will not listen
to me. I am afraid they will call me a freak out of touch with reality. They don't like us and we don't
like them. And so, like Brian, we give up on our God-given duty and go on enjoying our
comfortable silence, our comfortable sleep.
Fortunately, Pastor Brian has a guide, his mother, who wakes him and persuades him to go out
and preach. This is the kind of work that the Holy Spirit does in the hearts of believers. When fear
of trouble tends to freeze our faith into silent submission to despair, the Holy Spirit warms us up
and empowers us to go out there and make a difference. The Holy Spirit reminds us, as Brian's
mother reminded him, that we have a mission.
Our mission is to tell everybody the Good News that God is the Father of us all, in the one Spirit
we were all baptised, that in spite of all the visible difference of language and culture and social
status, we are all one family and should therefore live as brothers and sisters. Our mission is to
break the barriers between "us" and "them," between male and female, between Jew and Gentile,
between rich and poor, between Black and White, between First World and Third World, between
“my church” and “your church” and to bring all humankind to speak the one universal language of
brotherly/sisterly love. This is possible only through the working of the Holy Spirit.
Peace be with you! Fr Lucius

A Message from Fr David
Dear Friends,
As I write this to you we are about to celebrate the great feast of Pentecost this coming weekend.
However, we are doing this as a community of Faith so very differently this year. There will be no
great gathering of us all together for Mass. But, as a people of strong and persistent faith, we put
ourselves humbly in the Holy Spirit’s hand, as the Hand of God who breaths the loving presence of God into our
hearts, that we might follow persistently Jesus’ Way as his missionary disciples, people who joyfully spread the Good
News of God’s love that is with and for us, and for all!
As I write and as we begin our return to Church gatherings I want to say that a primary priority for me as your Parish
Priest, along with the whole Church at this time, and with the local community, is for people’s health and safety. This
will mean that as people are invited back to Church we will need to take important steps to look after our own, and each
other’s health. As we join together in Church for Mass and prayer we will,
1) have to give our names, addresses and contact details as we enter the Church;
2) we will have to sanitise our hands, and,
3) we will have to sit 1.5 meters apart from each other in the Church (unless we are a household/family group),
4) we will not be able to make physical contact with each other, and
5) we will not be able to congregate either before or after Mass in any large groups or for any length of time.
This being said, we are moving back to a time when we can gather together for Mass, even if as small communities. At
first, we will gather with only 20 people at Mass, and this will start on the weekend of 13/14th June. From that weekend
we will be holding six Masses in the Parish. The Mass schedule for the foreseeable future, even as we expand our
numbers for Mass from July 11/12th, will be as follows:
Saturday 6pm – Little Flower, Bribie Island and St Peter’s, Caboolture
Sunday 8am – Little Flower, Bribie Island and St Mary’s, Woodford
Sunday 10am – St Peter’s, Caboolture and St Michael’s, Kilcoy
To be able to attend Mass at any of these times YOU MUST REGISTER with the Parish Office – You will need to call
the office, and give your name, and your details will be taken, and you will be invited to attend a Mass. If you simply
turn up for Mass, and your name has not been recorded by the Parish Office for that Mass, you will not be able to
attend. It would be very unfortunate for this to happen, so I urge you to REGISTER for Mass with the Parish Office as
soon as possible. This way of attending Mass will be going on for some time to come. While difficult, it is essential that
you take the time to register. It is a legal requirement that we accord to the Social Distancing and cleaning rules in our
Churches.
As you will realise, just starting with 20 people attending Mass, it will take some time for everyone to be able to attend.
However, we will be moving to a greater number to attend Mass from July 10th. So, please be patient as we slowly and
gently return to our more regular Mass schedule. I imagine this will be the case for some months to come!
Also with this letter I am calling for a new set of volunteers for new tasks, as we emerge for our new gatherings for Mass
and prayer. However, as I do so, I need to say that anyone over 70 years of age is NOT eligible to volunteer for these
tasks. This is in accord with the Government Health requirements, which the Church is following. This being said, we
will need volunteers for the following:
1) A parishioner to record the names, addresses and contact details for our gatherings, and
2) A number of parishioners who are able to clean after our gathering for Mass and prayer
If you able to attend to either of these tasks for us, please make contact with the Parish Office.
What else?
Music
It would be really great if, as we return to gatherings for Mass, that we could enhance our celebrations with music.
Could I please ask our musicians to make contact with the Parish Office as to their availability.
Continued over next page

Financial Contributions
Our gatherings for Mass will not have our normal collections. We will make provision at our Masses for people to
continue with their envelope contributions. However, can I ask that you consider making contact with the Parish Office
and looking at possible alternative ways of financially supporting the Parish.
Thank you for your attention to the above. I with Fr Lucius am very much looking forward to gathering with you very
soon at Mass back in our Parish Churches.
Peaceful Blessings,

Fr David

Mass Times This Weekend

Birthday Congratulations to Ces Sotiriadis
who celebrates his

Our Priests will celebrate Mass at the following
Mass Centres this Sunday. We will upload to our
Facebook page at approximately 9.30am
for you to view.
8.00 am at St Mary’s with Fr David
8.00 am at Little Flower with Fr Lucius

80th Birthday this Sunday!
SCRIPTURE OF THE WEEK
This Sunday - Pentecost Sunday

(Yr A)

Acts 2:1-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3-7; 12-13; John 20:19-23

Weekday Readings During Easter Time
Monday

Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church

Gen 3:9-15,20;
John 19:25-34
Tuesday 2 Peter 3:11-15, 17-18;
Mark 12:13-17
Wednesday Charles Lwanga & Companions
2 Timothy 1:1-3,6-12; Mark 12:18-27

We are so pleased to be able to share with
everyone that the Parish Office is

now open from this Monday!

We thank
you for your ongoing support and the
gestures of love and friendship shown to us
over the past few months, we have
appreciated it so very much. Office hours
are Monday to Friday 8.30am – 4pm.
Looking forward to seeing you soon 
Project Compassion Appeal
Thank you for your generous support of
this year’s Project Compassion Appeal. It
the few short weeks we collected the
Parish raised $4,433.00

St Vincent De Paul Parish Winter Appeal
With winter approaching, our St Vincent de Paul
Support Centres within the parish would welcome
donations of blankets and warm clothing of all
sizes. Donations can be left at the Parish Office
or delivered to the Caboolture Conference at
5/26 George Street. Mon - Fri 9am-12md.
Thank you for your support

Thursday
2 Timothy 2:8-15;
Mark 12:28-34
Friday St Boniface 2 Timothy 3:10-17; Mark 12:35-37
Saturday
2 Timothy 4:1-8;
Mark 12:38-44
Next Sunday - The Most Holy Trinity

(Yr A)

Exodus 34: 4-6,8-9; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; John 3:16-18

Please Remember in Your Prayers
Loreta Checa, Hank Damen, Ray Latcham, Vince
Roberti, Ray Kerr, Edgar Checa, Colleen Stiller,
Terence Gearing, Carol Casey O’Brien, Mick
Novotny, June Walton, John Gleeson, Stan Janas,
Marilynne Morris, Edward Merritt MSC,
Desley Connolly, Betty Sproker, Colleen Ryan,
Kay Maher, Bob Bowra, who have recently gone
to their eternal reward.
Also our family & friends whose anniversaries occur
at this time and our sick, especially our
Parishioners, family members and friends.

Prison Ministry Appeal
Please also remember our appeal in support
of the men being released back into the
community who will be in need of the basic
essentials – Towels and toiletries

