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The Feast of Pentecost
8th / 9¢th June, 2019

“Receive the Holy Spirit”

Today we celebrate Pentecost Sunday, which marks the actual birthday of the church. After a period of fifty days
of the resurrection of Christ, we have come to the end of Easter Season to continue with the ordinary Time
according to the Liturgical calendar.

One bright Sunday morning like today, Brian's mother hurries into her son's bedroom and wakes him up. "Brian, its
Sunday, time to get up and go to church! Get up!" Brian mumbles from under the covers, "I don't want to go."
"What do you mean you don't want to go?" says the mother. "That's silly. Now get up and get dressed and go to
church!" Brian goes, "No, I don't want to go and I'll give you two reasons why I don't want to go." He sits up on the
bed and continues, "First, I don't like them and second, they don't like me." His mother replies, "Now, that's just
plain nonsense. You've got to go to church and I'll give you two reasons why you must. First, you're now forty
years old and, second, you're the pastor!"

This sleepy Brian could as well be any of the apostles whom Jesus had commissioned to be his witnesses in
Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria and to the ends of the earth. But as soon as Jesus leaves them, what do they do?
They retire to their upper rooms and hide themselves for fear of the Jews. Like Brian they knew that the people did
not like them, they knew that their message was different from the popular message of the time, and they just felt
like wrapping themselves up in bed and not having to get up and face the hostile society. We too are often like that,
going to church quietly, receiving Jesus in our hearts quietly, and going home again quietly to say our morning and
evening prayers quietly.

But what about the charge that Jesus left for you and me to be his witnesses and to share the Good News of God's
love with all humankind? No. People do not like to be reminded of God. I am afraid they are going to tell me off if
I speak to them about God. I am afraid they will not listen to me. I am afraid they will call me a freak out of touch
with reality. They don't like us and we don't like them. And so, like Brian, we give up on our God-given duty and
go on enjoying our comfortable silence, our comfortable sleep.

Fortunately, Pastor Brian has a guide, his mother, who wakes him and persuades him to go out and preach. This is
the kind of work that the Holy Spirit does in the hearts of believers. When fear of trouble tends to freeze our faith
into silent submission to despair, the Holy Spirit warms us up and empowers us to go out there and make a
difference. The Holy Spirit reminds us, as Brian's mother reminded him, that we have a mission.

Our mission is to tell everybody the Good News that God is the Father of us all, that in spite of all the visible
difference of language and culture and social status, we are all one family and should therefore live as brothers and
sisters. Our mission is to break the barriers between "us" and "them," between male and female, between Jew and
Gentile, between rich and poor, between Black and White, between First World and Third World, between “my
church” and “your church” and to bring all humankind to speak the one universal language of brotherly/sisterly
love. This is possible only through the working of the Holy Spirit.

Peace be with you!

Fr Lucius
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